Methods for Diagnosing of Monkeypox Infection
The preferred method for diagnosing monkeypox infection in active cases is based on PCR detection of the virus on swabs or crusts of lesions (1, 2) . Blood samples can be used, the viremia starts with fever during the prodromic phase and lasting for an unknown duration. In this outbreak investigation, we used a quantitative and conventional PCR targeting the hemagglutinin gene and part of the A-type inclusion body gene, using generic and Congo Basin primers (3).
This test has been used in previous outbreak investigations in CAR, contributing to several publications (4, 5) . 
